Wednesday of the Fifth Week of the Great Fast
LITURGY OF THE PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS
At Psalm 140
In Tone 3
10. Even more than all others, I have sinned of my own will,
and for that, I am condemned;
the arrogance of my flesh is the enemy of my soul.
O guide for those who have lost their way
and light for those without hope,
save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
9. For the Prophet says,
my soul shall live and shall praise You, O Lord.
I am the lost sheep;
call me back and number me among Your flock.
Give me time to repent that I may sigh and cry out to You:
Save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
8. Greatly despising You commandments,
I have sinned, O Christ our God.
Spare me, O Benefactor,
that my inner eye may be freed from darkness;
and in fear I shall cry out to You:
Save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
7. Having been encircled by wild beasts,
I beseech You to deliver me from their clutches, O Lord.
You wish that all be saved
and come to the knowledge of the truth;
save all Your people, O Creator,
that I may be saved with them;
save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
6. I am lying here in sin;
heal me, O Redeemer and Benefactor;
be not far from me, O Saviour.
Raise me up, O almighty One,
that I may confess all my sins and cry to You:
Save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
5. Just as the foolish servant,
I have hidden the talent You gave me;
I have buried it in the ground.
I have been condemned as useless,
and I dare not ask for anything more.
In Your goodness, spare me,
that I may also cry to You:
Save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
4. Kindly, You dried up the marsh of her passions,
when the woman with the flow of blood touched Your garment.
I have received the forgiveness of my sins
by drawing near to You in complete faith;
receive me, as You accepted her, and heal me of my grief;
save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
3. Lord, Your word has made heaven and earth,
and You shall come to sit upon a throne;
and we shall all stand in Your presence and confess our sins.
Before that day comes, receive my repentance;
save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
2. Mercifully look upon me and spare me, O Saviour;
pour out the streams of healing upon my poor and afflicted soul.
Purify it from all stain
so that I may sing to You:
Save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
1. Now my soul has been quickly assailed by the sword that the devil prepared;
he has made me a stranger to the light of Your face, O Lord.
But, by the power of Your arm,
draw me up from his jaws;
save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
Glory…
Your love is beyond expression, O merciful and good Lord!
You alone are without sin!
Do not reject me far from Your face,
that, with thanksgiving and with joy,
I may sing and cry out to You:
Save me, O Lord, before I completely perish.
Now…
Zealously, we sing of the ineffable condescension of God!
It is a miraculous and wondrous birth!
How has the Virgin carried You in her arms as a child,
for You are her Creator and her God?
O Benefactor, who willed to become incarnate from her,
save me before I completely perish, O Lord.
Prokeimenon I, Tone 4
O Lord, God of vengeance,* show Yourself. 
verse: Rise up, O Judge of the earth; give the proud what they deserve!
Reading I (Genesis 17:1-9)
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.” Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations.
Prokeimenon II, Tone 6
O sing to the Lord a new song,* sing to the Lord all the earth!
verse: O sing to the Lord; bless His name.
Reading II (Proverbs 15:20-16:9)
A wise son makes a father glad, 
But a foolish man despises his mother.
Folly is joy to him who is destitute of discernment, 
But a man of understanding walks uprightly.
Without counsel, plans go awry, 
But in the multitude of counsellors they are established.
A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, 
And a word spoken in due season, how good it is!
The way of life winds upward for the wise, 
That he may turn away from hell below.
The LORD will destroy the house of the proud, 
But He will establish the boundary of the widow.
The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD, 
But the words of the pure are pleasant.
He who is greedy for gain troubles his own house, 
But he who hates bribes will live.
The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, 
But the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil.
The LORD is far from the wicked, 
But He hears the prayer of the righteous.
The light of the eyes rejoices the heart, 
And a good report makes the bones healthy.
The ear that hears the rebukes of life 
Will abide among the wise.
He who disdains instruction despises his own soul, 
But he who heeds rebuke gets understanding.
The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom, 
And before honour is humility.
The preparations of the heart belong to man,
But the answer of the tongue is from the LORD.
All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, 
But the LORD weighs the spirits.
Commit your works to the LORD, 
And your thoughts will be established.
The LORD has made all for Himself, 
Yes, even the wicked for the day of doom.
Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; 
Though they join forces, none will go unpunished.
In mercy and truth 
Atonement is provided for iniquity; 
And by the fear of the LORD one departs from evil.
When a man’s ways please the LORD, 
He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.
Better is a little with righteousness, 
Than vast revenues without justice.
A man’s heart plans his way, 
But the LORD directs his steps.
