
April 25 
Mid-Pentecost; The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark 
 

DIVINE LITURGY 
 

Troparia and Kontakia 
Troparion, Tone 8: At the mid-point of the Feast, O Saviour,* water my thirsty soul with streams of true 
godliness;* for You cried out to all: Let any who thirst, come to Me and drink.* O Source of Life, Christ 
our God, glory to You! 
 
Troparion, Tone 3: Learning from Peter the chief apostle* you too became an apostle of Christ,* and 
shone on various lands like the sun.* O blessed one, adornment of Alexandrians,* through you Egypt 
was freed from deceit.* For you are a pillar of light for the Church* enlightening all with your teaching of 
the Good News.* Therefore, we feast your memorial, O Mark, divinely inspired.* Ask God whom you 
preached to all to grant our souls forgiveness of sins. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Kontakion, Tone 2: You received from on high the grace of the Spirit,* and destroyed the snares of the 
orators,* O Mark, most glorious apostle.* You caught the nations and brought them to the Master* by 
preaching to them the divine Good News. 
 
Now and for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Kontakion, Tone 4: At the mid-point of the Feast according to the Law,* Maker of all things and Master,* 
You said to those present, O Christ God:* Come, and draw the water of immortality.* And so we fall 
before You crying out with faith: Grant us Your mercies , for You are the source of our life. 
 

Prokeimenon, Tone 3 
Great is our Lord, and great is His strength;* and of His knowledge there is no end. 
verse: Praise the Lord, for a psalm is good; may praise be sweet to Him. (Psalm 146:5,1) 
 

Prokeimenon, Tone 8 
Their utterance has gone forth into all the earth, and their word unto the ends of the world. 
verse: The heavens tell the glory of God, and the firmament declares the work of His hands. (Psalm 
18:5,2)  
 

Epistle 
Acts 10:34-43 

In those days, Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message 
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day 
and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and 



who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and 
to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

1 Peter 5:6-14 
Beloved, humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a 
roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, 
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the 
same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To 
him be the power forever and ever. Amen. Through Silvanus, whom I consider a faithful brother, I have 
written this short letter to encourage you and to testify that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 
Your sister church in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings; and so does my son Mark. 
Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 
 

Alleluia, Tone 1 
verse: Remember Your congregation which You acquired from the beginning. 
verse: But God is our king before the ages; He has wrought salvation in the midst of the earth. (Psalm 
73:2,12) 
verse: The heavens shall confess our wonders, O Lord, and Your truth in the church of the saints. 
verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints. (Psalm 88:6,8) 
 

Gospel 
John 8:12-20 

The Lord said to the Jews that came to him, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” Then the Pharisees said to him, “You are testifying on 
your own behalf; your testimony is not valid.” Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my 
testimony is valid because I know where I have come from and where I am going, but you do not know 
where I come from or where I am going. You judge by human standards; I judge no one. Yet even if I do 
judge, my judgment is valid; for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. In your law 
it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is valid. I testify on my own behalf, and the Father who 
sent me testifies on my behalf.” Then they said to him, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You 
know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” He spoke these 
words while he was teaching in the treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, because his hour 
had not yet come. 

Mark 6:7-13 
At that time Jesus called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority 
over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no 
bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, 
“Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and 
they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against 
them.” So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and 
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
 

Hymn to the Mother of God 
Virginity is alien to mothers and child-bearing is foreign to virgins; yet in you, O Mother of God, both of 
them came together. Therefore, we and all the nations of the earth without ceasing magnify you. 
 



Communion Verse 
Those who eat My flesh and drink My blood* abide in Me and I in them, says the Lord. (John 6:56)* 
Their utterance has gone forth into all the earth,* and their word unto the ends of the world.* Alleluia, 
alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 18:5) 


